
 
Reading Spine Language Continuum: 
 
2’s and Nursery: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Owl Babies 
Real life links 

Polar Bear 
Polar Bear 

What do you 
hear? 

Rhyme  

Rainbow Fish 
Morals 

Jasper’s 
Beanstalk 

Real life links 

Whatever Next? 
Fantasy 

Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears 
Traditional Tale 

Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, 
What do you 

see? 
Rhyme  

Dear Zoo  
Modern Classic 

The Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Mathematical 
links  

Rocket Says 
Look Up 
Fantasy 

The Train Ride 
Rhyme  

Gingerbread 
Man 

Traditional Tale 

What the 
Ladybird Heard 

Mystery 

Aliens love 
Underpants 

Fantasy 
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

 

Owl Babies 
Real life links 

2’s 
Owl, Owl babies, Mommy Owl, Feathers, Twigs, Leaves. 

Nursery 
Owl babies, Mommy Owl, Feathers, Twigs, Leaves, Owl Family, Nest, Wood/Forest.  
pine cone, feathers, twigs, branches, leaves, acorns,nest  
Owl, trunk, feathers, leaves, twigs, Mother, branch, ivy, wood, 
swooped,silent,flapped,hunting, brave. 

Polar Bear 
Polar Bear 

What do you 
hear? 

Rhyme  

2’s 
Hear, ear, bear, lion, hippopotamus/hippo, flamingo, zebra, boa 
constrictor/snake, elephant, leopard, peacock, walrus, roar, growl, hiss. 

Nursery 
Hear, ear, Growling, Roaring Snorting, Fluting, Braying, Hissing, Trumpeting, 
Snarling, Yelping, Bellowing, bear, lion, hippopotamus, flamingo, zebra, boa 
constrictor, elephant, leopard, peacock, walrus. 

Gingerbread 
Man 

Traditional 
Tale 

2’s 
baker, gingerbread man, oven, run, run as fast as you can - you can’t catch me, 
I'm the gingerbread man!, wife, boy, cow, horse, fox, river,  

Nursery 
Baker, Gingerbread Man, wife, chased, river, crept, sly, fox, wide,  jumped, 
hopped, chased, crept, ran  
 
 



 

Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear, 
What do you 

see? 
Rhyme  

2’s 
Brown Bear, red, blue, green, yellow, black, duck, horse, teacher, frog, dog, 
sheep, goldfish, bird. 

Nursery 
Brown Bear, binoculars, red, blue, green, yellow. yellow duck, blue horse, 
teacher, green frog, white dog, black sheep, goldfish, red bird.    

Rainbow Fish 
Morals 

2’s 
Blue, green, purple, red, yellow, shiny, silver, amazed, fish, rainbow, little, many, 
upset, ocean, octopus, help, darkness, happy, glittering, smallest, whizzed, 
friends 

Nursery 
Sea, Ocean, fish, starfish, Seaweed, Shark, Turtle, Submarine, Shell, Rainbow fish, 
shiny, scales, octopus.happy, sad, upset, worried, excited, lonely 
 

Dear Zoo  
Modern 
Classic 

2’s 
zoo, letter, big, elephant, giraffe, tall, lion, fierce, camel, grumpy, snake, scary, 
monkey, frog, jumpy, dog/puppy  

Nursery 
Fierce Lion, Grumpy Camel, Tall Giraffe, Naughty Monkey, Heavy Elephant, Jumpy 
Frog, Perfect Dog, Scary Snake, Zoo, spotty, stripey, scaley. 

Jasper’s 
Beanstalk 

Real life links 

2’s 
Jasper, bean, planted, watered, sprayed, slugs, snails, beanstalk, rake, dug, hoe, 
found, mowed. 

Nursery 
Jasper, Beanstalk, seed, hoe, rake, watered, slugs, mowed, dug, sprayed, planted, 
bean, days of the week. Instructions of how to plant your own seed with 
resources needed, e.g. pot, cup, water, soil, trowel, seed. root, stem, pollinate, 
leaf, germinate, bean, seed. tall, taller, tallest, short, shorter, shortest  

The Hungry 
Caterpillar 

Mathematical 
links  

2’s 
Caterpillar, apple, pears, plums, oranges, strawberries, cocoon, butterfly, 1,2,3,4,5 

Nursery 
Caterpillar, egg, leaf, moon, strawberry, plum, orange, pear, cocoon, butterfly 
wings.  
Days of the week, numbers 1-10.  

What the 
Ladybird 

Heard 
Mystery 

2’s 
Ladybird, Cow, pig, hen, goose, duck, horse, sheep,dog,cat,( use animal noises 
game above to reinforce animal sound knowledge) farm, farmer. 

Nursery 
Cow, pig, hen, goose, duck, horse, sheep,dog,cat,( use animal noises game above 
to reinforce animal sound knowledge) farm, farmer, cops, panda car, hog, 
handsome, dainty, ladybird, map, plan, steal, right, left, thieves, prize cow, 
whispered, tiptoe, bad men, Hefty Hugh, Lanky Len. 



 

Whatever 
Next? 

Fantasy 

2’s 
baby bear, picnic, goodbye owl, bump, chimney, owl, rocket, whoosh, out into 
the night, rain, aeroplane, moon, space boots, space helmet 

Nursery 
Space, Moon, Rocket, Whoosh, Owl, Space Boots, shiny, aeroplane, Astronaut, 
planets, planet names, Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong.  

Rocket Says 
Look Up 
Fantasy 

2’s 
Stars, clouds, floating, supermarket, astronaut, comet, night, up, freezing/cold. 

Nursery 
Telescope, stars, clouds, floating, fiery breath, blast off, Mae Jemison, woman, 
gravity, meteor, supermarket, astronaut, cashier, comet, microphone, 
famous,jet-pack, night sky, overhead, freezing, suddenly, zoom. 

Aliens love 
Underpants 

Fantasy 

2’s 
Aliens, underpants, earth, spaceship, washing line, garden, red, green, orange, 
mum, peg, dog. 

Nursery 
Alien, Space, Peg, Washing Line, Earth, Spaceship, Underpants, Mum. 

Goldilocks 
and the 

Three Bears 
Traditional 

Tale 

2’s 
daddy bear, mommy bear, baby bear, bowl, spoon, porridge, big, medium, small, 
chair, bed Goldilocks 

Nursery 
Goldilocks, Three bears, Daddy Bear, Mommy Bear, Baby Bear, cottage, woods, 
porridge, big, medium, small size vocab, 3 beds, 3 chairs, cool, soft, hard, just 
right.  

The Train 
Ride 

Rhyme  

2’s 
Train, horse, cow, ride,tractor, tunnel, geese, trees, balloon, seaside, lighthouse, 
sand, station, grandma. 

Nursery 
Train, ride, journey, town, meadow, hill, foal, bumperty, road, tractor, load, 
tunnel, ticket collector, gaggle of geese, treetops, giant balloon, engine, slowing 
down, market, seaside, lighthouse, sand, station. 

 



 
 
Reception: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Ruby’s Worry  
Self 

regulation 

Funnybones 
Fantasy and 

Humour 

Handa’s 
Surprise 
Cultural 

Little Red Hen 
Traditional 

Tale 

Supertato 
Fantasy 

Three Billy 
Goats’ Gruff  
Traditional 

Tale 

My Pet Star 
Fantasy 

Stick Man 
Modern 
Classic 

What the 
Ladybird 

Heard Next 
Mystery 

Oliver’s 
Vegetables 

Real life links 

We’re Going 
on a Bear 

Hunt 
Modern 
Classic 

Prince 
Cinders 

Traditional 
tale twist 

Room on the 
Broom 
Fantasy 

picture books 

The Tiger 
Who Came To 

Tea 
Modern 
Classic 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 

Ruby’s Worry  
Self 

regulation 

Worrier, shrink, worried, imagination, grandma, worry dolls, slept like a log, 
mistakes, explore, faraway, forever, enormous, unexpected. 

My Pet Star 
Fantasy 

Star, underneath, fallen, space, tumbled, home, bumped, scratched, glow, 
hugged, pet, cosmic, vet, cleaned, leaves, soil, foil, served, snack, tucked in, held 
tight, care, share, spoke, shone, sparkle, bright, snoozing, proudly, window, 
overhead. 

Funnybones 
Fantasy and 

Humour 

Dark, skeletons, cellar, stairs, frighten, bones, police station, street, town, hips, 
ribs, knee, backbone, skull. 

Stick Man 
Modern 
Classic 

Stick, man, lady, children, dog, girl, swan, sea, beach, dad, flag, sword, bow, 
boomerang, choir, fireplace, sleigh, chimney, lonely, scared, angry. 

Room on the 
Broom 
Fantasy 

picture books 

Cat, dog, bird, frog, witch, dragon, cauldron, horrible, beast, wand, bow, witch 
hat, spell, broom, snapped in two, dragon, bog,  

Handa’s 
Surprise 
Cultural 

guava mango avocado tangerines passionfruit tangy ripe delicious village 

What the 
Ladybird 

Heard Next 
Mystery 

Cow, pig, hen, goose, duck, horse, sheep,dog,cat,( use animal noises game above 
to reinforce animal sound knowledge) farm, farmer, cops, panda car, hog, 
handsome, dainty, ladybird, map, plan, steal, right, left, thieves, prize cow, 
whispered, tiptoe, bad men, Hefty Hugh, Lanky Len. 



 

Little Red 
Hen 

Traditional 
Tale 

Hen, grain, wheat/corn, crops, haul, mill, miller, sacks, knead, bull, cat, rat, grind, 
too busy, not I. 

Oliver’s 
Vegetables 

Real life links 

Gran, Grandpa, beetroot, salad, peas, potatoes, soup, carrots, rhubarb, rhubarb 
pie, vegetables, onion, Days of week, grow, ate, plot, very good, delicious, snails, 
slugs, spinach.  

Supertato 
Fantasy 

Evil, pea, broccoli, green bean, aubergine, carrot, pear, melon, pepper, 
blueberries, orange, grapefruit, cucumber, conveyor belt, supermarket, 
superhero, Supertato, tomato, veggies, shelves, rescue, beans, masher, masks,  

We’re Going 
on a Bear 

Hunt 
Modern 
Classic 

Bear, hunt, catch, wavy grass, river, oozy, over, under, through it, forest, trip, 
snow storm, tip-toe. 

Three Billy 
Goats’ Gruff  
Traditional 

Tale 

Goat, troll, bridge, small, medium, large/big, little, river, grass, Billy Goat Gruff, 
trip-trap, field, valley, hooves. 

Prince 
Cinders 

Traditional 
tale twist 

Spine vocab: brothers, disco, girlfriend, clean up, wish, washing, dirty fairy, 
granted, newt, rat, suit, swimsuit, Royal Bash, waiting, bus stop, midnight, 
luckily, save her, shy, rush, proclamation, miles around, refused to fit, fought, 
commanded, little squirt, sneered, proposed, immediately, married, luxury, 
happily ever after, flitted, housework. 
(taught along with Cinderella) 
Prince, princess, king, queen, footmen, lizard, glass slipper, invitation, coach, 
ugly sisters, coachman, pumpkin, fair godmother, wicked stepmother, palace,  

The Tiger 
Who Came To 

Tea 
Modern 
Classic 

Bath, buns, cafe, tea, cupboard, Daddy, drink, hungry, kitchen, fridge, plate, 
sandwiches, saucepans, supper, swallowed, table, teapot, thirsty, tiger, beer, 
tiger food. 

 
Year 1: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

The Koala 
who Could 

Self 
regulation/AS

PIRE 

Mr Underbed 
Humour 

Owl in the 
dark 

The 
Enormous 
Crocodile 

Humour/mod
ern classic 

Owl in the 
dark 

Flat Stanley 

 Batmouse 
Self 

regulation/AS
PIRE 

  Claude in the 
City 

 



 

      
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 
 

The 
Enormous 
Crocodile 

grinned, paddling, fillip, gulp, tough, chewy, nasty, bitter, helpings, awful, 
Tommy-rot, yummy, dares, jungle, sparkled, feast, gigantic, slimy, oozy, 
hippopotamus, grumptious, brute, waddled, nibbling, wicked, beastly, beast, 
foul, filthy, fiend, squashed, squished, swizzled, stew, sniffed, nuts, hoggish, 
horrid, creepy, buckles, choke, luscious, coconuts, snorted, peered, dribbled, 
tremendous, whooshing, charged, skidding, knobbly, cursed, waddled, merry go 
round, headfirst, sizzled, swizzle  

The Koala 
Who Could 

dawn, breeze, creature, koala, munch, cling, chat, risky, invite, awake, leap, paw, 
reply 

Claude in the 
city 

Adventure, Boulevard, Emergency, Examine, Exhausted, Fascinated, Hospitality, 
Incident, Mischief, Pavement, Patient, Receptionist, Rescue, Spectacle, Surgeon. 
 

Batmouse  grow up, take off, squeaking, flapped, flopped, dizzy, cheer, stinky, crumbs, 
comfortable, bottom, bruised, tattered, familiar, spooky, brave, explains, moth, 
soared, whispered 

Mr Underbed Dozing, poked, replied, uncomfortable, politely, snoring, earmuffs, cramped, 
immediately, bed clothes, hound, suppose, muttered, toy trunk, marched, 
sniffer, lampshade, curled up, comfortable  

Flat stanley Enormous, delicate, swiftly, gloomy, curious, clever, gasped, whispered, tumbled, 
darted, glanced, vanished, mysterious, adventure, flattened, disguise, surprise, 
struggled, dreadful, unfortunate, remarkable, peculiar, furious, astonished, 
inspect, rescue, cautious, trembled, determined, magnificent, fearless, generous, 
troublesome. 

Owl in the 
Dark 

Hesitant, Timid, Emerge, Gloomy, Swooped, Astonishing, Marvelous, Scarcely, 
Illuminate, Mysterious, Glowed, Huddled, Bellowed, Tremendous, Fascinated, 
Eerie, Dazzling, Luminous, Vast, Enthralled 
 

 
 
Year 2: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Fantastic Mr 
Fox 

Beegu The Dark The 
Hodgeheg 

The legend of 
Kevin  

Bill’s New 
Frock 

 Peter Rabbit     

      
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 



 
 
 

Fantastic Mr 
Fox 

smothered, dwarf,pot-bellied,mashed,temper, dumpling, cider, valley, hill, steal, 
cocky, stump, shovels, quivering, tunnel, prowling, furious, jeered, obstinate, 
solemn, oath, scent,wafted, weapons, starving, undefeated, courage, murky, 
plumpest, murmured,starve, gaped, rafters, luscious, suspended, loot, swipe, 
respectable, peered, accustomed, gloomy, poaching, perched, miraculous, 
clumsy, crouching, souvenir, tremendous, poison, nabbed, impudent, ravenous, 
succulent, toast, delicious, belch, colossal, enemies, speech, brute, famished. 

Beegu alone, afraid, lonely, friendly, lost, scared, upset, relieved, creatures, Earth, 
school, happy, goodbye, perfect,soft. 

Peter Rabbit Burrow, sand bank, root, fir tree, currant buns, squeezed, dreadfully, frightened, 
french beans, sieve, brass buttons, scarecrow, parsley, overheard, exert, 
implored, lane,sparrows, wriggled, trembling, twitched, wheelbarrow, camomile 
tea, mischief, rake, tool-shed, radishes, fortnight,  

The dark afraid, against, basement, behind, creaky, dared, dark, downstairs, drawer, 
rattles, smooth, spread, visit. 
 

The 
Hodgeheg 

Anxious, scrambled, hibernation, trotting, determination,overheard, chap,  
emerged, return,succeed, automatic, concealed, stamping, crisp, grasping, 
kerbside,firstcomers, roared, reached,edge, intention, strode, meekly, halted, 
astonished, fortunate, historic, occasion, solemn, dignified, procession, rear, 
shepherding, pioneer,  

The legend of 
Kevin  

Legend – a story passed down through generations, often featuring heroic acts. 

Quest – a long journey with a purpose, often involving challenges. 

Epic – grand, large in scale. 

Heroic – brave, courageous actions, typical of a hero. 

Keviny – referring to the character Kevin in a playful way. 

Snuffly – a fun, descriptive word to express something small, maybe with a snuffling 
sound. 

Wobble – to move unsteadily, like something that shakes or falls. 

Flapdoodle – a made-up term meaning nonsense or silly talk. 

Squishy – something soft and squishy in texture, like a soft toy or food. 

Muddy – something covered in mud, often used in outdoor adventures. 

Soggy – wet and soft, typically used to describe something that's soaked through. 

Fluffy – soft and light, often used for describing animals or clouds. 

Blustery – describing strong, gusty winds. 



 

Galloping – moving very fast, like a horse or a fast runner. 

Tumbling – falling or rolling in a playful or uncontrollable way. 

Zooming – moving quickly, often used to describe something going fast. 

Pouncing – leaping or jumping suddenly, often like an animal catching prey. 

Grumpy – being in a bad mood, not very happy. 

Wiggly – moving or twisting in a small, playful way. 

Clumsy – lacking grace, often used when someone or something falls over or bumps into 
things. 

Cheeky – playful or a bit naughty, in a fun way. 

Bill’s New 
Frock Frock – a dress, often used for girls in the book (something that may need 

explaining to younger readers). 

Blouse – a type of shirt, often worn by girls. 

Skirt – a piece of clothing that covers the lower part of the body. 

Trousers – pants, worn by boys in the book before Bill changes clothes. 

Confused – not sure about something, feeling uncertain. 

Embarrassed – feeling awkward or shy, usually because of something unusual or 
unexpected. 

Awkward – feeling uncomfortable or out of place. 

Flustered – feeling nervous or upset, often from being in a confusing situation. 

Horrified – feeling shocked or scared, like when something surprising or 
upsetting happens. 

Nervous – feeling uneasy, worried, or anxious. 

Miserable – feeling very sad or unhappy. 

Girly – a word that describes things typically associated with girls, often in a 
stereotypical way. 

Uncomfortable – not feeling at ease; when something feels strange or out of 
place. 

Normal – the usual or expected way of doing things, the opposite of something 
unusual or different. 

Pretend – to act as if something is real when it’s not. 



 

Stumble – to trip or lose balance while walking. 

Stare – to look at something for a long time, often in surprise or shock. 

Panic – to feel very scared and react quickly, sometimes without thinking. 

Grumble – to complain quietly, usually in frustration. 

Sigh – to let out a long breath, often as a sign of disappointment or relief. 

Frustrated – feeling upset because things aren’t going the way you want. 

Self-conscious – being overly aware of yourself, often feeling shy or awkward 
because of how others might see you. 

Relieved – feeling better after a worry or stressful situation is over. 

Furious – very, very angry. 

Magically – happening in a way that feels like magic, surprising or unbelievable. 

Unbelievable – hard to believe, something very surprising or strange. 

Ridiculous – something that is very silly or not logical. 

Transform – to change completely, as in the magical change Bill undergoes. 

 
Year 3: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

The BFG The BFG The Nothing 
to See Here 

Hotel 

The Akimbo 
Adventures 

Wind in The 
Willows 

Railway 
Children 

  Goth Girl  My Family and 
Other Ghosts  

 

      
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 
 

The BFG 
Fantasy 

Ch 1 - dormitory, lavatory, steel rims 
Ch 2 - trumpet, green-grocers, pavement 
Ch 3 - clamped, plucked, imprisoned, seized, hedges 
Ch 4 - valley, concrete, desolate, dawn, craggy, cavern, nook and cranny, 
waistcoat 
Ch 5 - cannibal, brute, Panama, bung dongle 
Ch 6 - yodelling, bunkumhouse, wasteland, runt, Eskimo 
Ch 7 - orphanage, cellar, queer, axe, transfigured 



 

Ch 8 - girth, perambulator, coarse 
Ch 9 - hem, fragments, Chile 
Ch 10 - cork ecstasy, reverberate 
Ch 11 - intercept, hefty, phenomenal, vast, vapour 
Ch 12 - dewdrops, swarm, dibbler, sprawled 
Ch 13 - saliva, convulsions, free-for-all, coarse 
Ch 14 - contemptuously, laborious, solemnly, translucent, pulsing 
Ch 15 - aghast, famished 
Ch 16 - tense, contraption, thrashing, tinges, scarlet, curtsey 
Ch 17 - dim, reclining, desolate, craned, determined, illusion 
Ch 18 - gilded, silk, withdrawing, termometer 
Ch 19 - vivid, dormitory, anguish, fiasco, nobleman, sovereign 
Ch 20 - personage, dexterity, porcelain, disdainful, appalled, ravenous 
Ch 21 - dozen, torpedo, ripe, lunatic, miffed, parallel 
Ch 22 - crevice, grotesque, colossal, errand, hawsers, dawn 
Ch 23 - mechanical, contrivance, mobilised, ceaselessly, hoisted, tossed 

The Nothing 
to See Here 

Hotel 
Fantasy 

Ch 1 - dumpling, occasional, pulp, slobbering 
Ch 2 - rare, exotic, laundry, ceremony, destination, enchanted, tourist, whirl 
Ch 3 - cooing, wafted, husk, carbuncle, griping, scarlet, pondweed, dungeon 
Ch 4 - mismatched, extinguished, frantically, clomped, lantern, messenger 
Ch 5 - precise, monstrous, spectacles, bristles, wailing, goblin, banshee, 
clutching 
Ch 6 - rabid, perm, plummeted, hurtle, bedraggled, ogre, ornate, bridle 
Ch 7 - wisp, wreath, grimaced, declaration, gawped, reins, saddle, heir 
Ch 8 - teeny, nutter 
Ch 9 - gadget, trekking, ancient, quest, grate, pygmy, inferno, sapling 
Ch 10 - gesturing, geriatric, moth-eaten, diamond-encrusted, sardines, toupee, 
cyclops, tendrils 
Ch 11 - shrubbery, hollered, squirming, howled, exposing, glinted, jutting, 
boulder 
Ch 12 - silk, robe, parade, subjects, advisor, sorcerer, jester, pompous 
Ch 13 - bellowed, ornate, embroidered, crescent, brandished, compliment, 
turban, brooch 
Ch 14 - recoiled, flustered, deluxe, prattling, squalor, penthouse, plunge pool, 
servants 
Ch 15 - guest, grimacing, repeatedly, clambered 
Ch 16 - frantic, stashed, gawped, belly dancer, double bass 
Ch 17 - gasped, skittered, Century 
Ch 18 - scurried, hurdled, deranged, shimmied, agog, glimpse, unison, hermit 
crab 
Ch 19 - fiasco, criminal, humiliate, gaggle, commoners, peasants, rival 
Ch 20 - demolished, silhouette, reclaim, loathsome, musket, species, tricorne 
hat, cutlasses 
Ch 21 - reassembled, slender, sniveling, moonbeam, dentures 
Ch 22 - surveying, flexed, toddled, sewer, cronies, troops 
Ch 23 - ploughed, horde, flailing, hoisting, chandelier, henchmen, swordsmen, 
unsuspecting 
Ch 24 - chaotic, conjured, utensils, tornado, lashed, abandoning, patio 
Ch 25 - vibrate, engulfed, molten, rapid, laundry, jolted, lumbered, smirk 
Ch 26 - codswallop, bamboozled, average, hollow, enchanted, stern 

Goth Girl Ch 1 - blunderbuss, curate, portico, anatolian carpet, ornamental chimney, 
monk, bannister, portraits. 
Ch 2 -  



 

 

Tier 2 Vocabulary (High-utility, general academic words) 

●​ Mysterious: Full of mystery or unknown elements. 
●​ Intriguing: Arousing curiosity or interest. 
●​ Solitude: The state of being alone. 
●​ Dramatic: Characterized by emotion or action. 
●​ Disguised: Concealed, masked, or hidden. 
●​ Dramatic: Relating to drama or emotions. 
●​ Eccentric: Unconventional and slightly strange. 
●​ Clever: Quick to learn or understand. 
●​ Agitated: Very nervous or upset. 
●​ Exquisite: Extremely beautiful and delicate. 

Tier 3 Vocabulary (Domain-specific words related to setting, character, and 
story themes) 

●​ Gothic: A genre of literature and art associated with dark, mysterious, 
and supernatural elements. 

●​ Mausoleum: A building that houses tombs. 
●​ Chandelier: A large, ornate light fixture suspended from the ceiling. 
●​ Victorian: Pertaining to the era of Queen Victoria, known for its 

distinctive style in art, culture, and society. 
●​ Phantom: A ghost or spirit. 
●​ Candelabra: A decorative candle holder with several branches. 
●​ Crypt: An underground room, often used as a tomb. 
●​ Specter: A ghost or spirit, particularly one that is disturbing. 
●​ Haunting: Repeatedly or persistently disturbing or memorable, often in 

a ghostly or eerie sense. 
●​ Insidious: Proceeding in a subtle way but with harmful effects. 

The Akimbo 
Adventures 

Cultural 

Ch 1 - plains, prey, mercilessly, ivory, baboons, antelope, grasslands, leopards. 
Ch2 -  poachers, unbearably, vultures. 
Ch3-  declared, pursued, ammunition, tunic. 
Ch4 - termite, reluctant, curt, astonished. 
Ch5 - gnawed, bounded, hollow, gestured, quivering, humbling. 
Ch6 - escape, uncertain, savannah, weary. 
Ch7 - undergrowth, limbs, immobile, summon, gravely, silhouette, cactus. 
Ch8 - foraging, lurched, rumpus, surrender. 
 
 

Tier 2 Words (High-utility, general academic words): 

●​ Curiosity: The desire to learn or know something. 
●​ Determination: Firmness of purpose. 
●​ Enthusiastic: Showing intense interest or excitement. 
●​ Mischief: Playful behavior that causes trouble. 
●​ Precaution: A measure taken to prevent harm. 
●​ Intrigued: Interested and curious about something. 
●​ Admire: To regard with respect or approval. 
●​ Territory: An area defended or controlled by an animal or group. 



 

●​ Alert: Quick to notice and respond to potential dangers. 
●​ Companion: A friend or associate. 

Tier 3 Words (Domain-specific, specialized vocabulary related to nature, 
wildlife, and African settings): 

●​ Savannah: A grassy plain in tropical and subtropical regions, with few 
trees. 

●​ Safari: An expedition to observe or hunt wildlife. 
●​ Cheetah: A large wild cat known for its speed. 
●​ Hyena: A carnivorous mammal from the dog family, often seen in Africa. 
●​ Ecosystem: A community of interacting organisms and their physical 

environment. 
●​ Poacher: A person who hunts or captures animals illegally. 
●​ Rangers: People who protect wildlife and preserve national parks. 
●​ Habitat: The natural environment in which an animal or plant lives. 
●​ Carnivore: An animal that feeds on flesh. 
●​ Endangered: At risk of becoming extinct. 

Wind in The 
Willows 
Classic 

Chapter 1: The River Bank 

●​ Tier 2: meandered, sinuous, gurgle, meadows, acquaintance 
●​ Tier 3: weir, punt, oarsman, sculls, hedgerow 

Chapter 2: The Open Road 

●​ Tier 2: jaunty, procession, caravan, gypsy, hospitable 
●​ Tier 3: vagrancy, barge, towpath, tinker, omnibus 

Chapter 3: The Wild Wood 

●​ Tier 2: forlorn, desolate, apprehensive, stealthily, refuge 
●​ Tier 3: stoat, weasel, warren, coppice, forester 

Chapter 4: Mr. Badger 

●​ Tier 2: subterranean, hospitable, provisions, parlour, reverence 
●​ Tier 3: sconce, settle, tureen, chafing-dish, antimacassar 

Chapter 5: Dulce Domum 

●​ Tier 2: nostalgia, hearth, threshold, wistful, abode 
●​ Tier 3: yule-log, carol, wassail, holly, ivy 

Chapter 6: Mr. Toad 

●​ Tier 2: infatuation, conceited, reckless, admonition, obstinate 
●​ Tier 3: motorcar, chauffeur, magistrate, gaol, summons 

Chapter 7: The Piper at the Gates of Dawn 

●​ Tier 2: mystical, ethereal, reverie, solemn, awe-struck 



 

●​ Tier 3: pan-pipes, nymph, dryad, satyr, sylvan 

Chapter 8: Toad's Adventures 

●​ Tier 2: disguise, audacious, predicament, resourceful, elude 
●​ Tier 3: locomotive, signal-box, navvy, turnpike, constable 

Chapter 9: Wayfarers All 

●​ Tier 2: nomadic, migratory, wistfulness, itinerant, vagabond 
●​ Tier 3: swallow, caravanserai, minstrel, wayfarer, peregrination 

Chapter 10: The Further Adventures of Toad 

●​ Tier 2: penitent, contrite, humility, reformation, escapade 
●​ Tier 3: barge-woman, lock-keeper, horse-dealer, washerwoman, turn-key 

Chapter 11: "Like Summer Tempests Came His Tears" 

●​ Tier 2: melancholy, lamentation, remorse, repentance, reconciliation 
●​ Tier 3: portcullis, battlements, sentry, drawbridge, parapet 

Chapter 12: The Return of Ulysses 

●​ Tier 2: strategy, alliance, fortitude, valor, triumph 
●​ Tier 3: ambuscade, sortie, redoubt, cuirass, phalanx 

Chapter 13: The Siege of Toad Hall 

●​ Tier 2: rebellion, resistance, cunning, tactics, negotiation 
●​ Tier 3: catapult, ramparts, siege, stronghold, arsenal 

Chapter 14: The Hour of Triumph 

●​ Tier 2: jubilant, resolve, commemorate, justice, admiration 
●​ Tier 3: herald, proclamation, banquet, goblet, tapestry 

Chapter 15: Toad’s Reform 

●​ Tier 2: humility, modesty, atonement, discipline, earnestness 
●​ Tier 3: repentance, oration, ovation, procession, vestments 

Chapter 16: Home Again 

●​ Tier 2: reminisce, belonging, tranquility, embrace, nostalgia 
●​ Tier 3: hearthstone, homestead, repose, veranda, larder 

Chapter 17: The Friendship Endures 

●​ Tier 2: enduring, camaraderie, devotion, contentment, harmony 
●​ Tier 3: fellowship, camaraderie, patrimony, legacy, idyll 



 

My Family 
and Other 

Ghosts 
Ghost story 

Tier 2 Words (High-utility words found across various subjects): 

●​ Experimental: Referring to the father's unique cooking style. 
●​ Persuade: The twins convincing their father to move. 
●​ Crumbling: Describing the state of Grave Grange. 
●​ Proprietors: The twins becoming managers of the hotel. 
●​ Unsettled: Ash's feelings about the new home. 
●​ Disgusted: The reaction of the first guests. 
●​ Banish: Ivy's attempt to remove the ghosts. 
●​ Attract: Efforts to bring in more guests. 
●​ Reveal: Guests disclosing their desire for a haunted experience. 
●​ Urge: The twins' attempt to convince the ghosts to return. 

Tier 3 Words (Domain-specific words related to the story's themes): 

●​ Haunted: Describing the nature of Grave Grange. 
●​ Poltergeist: A type of ghost mentioned in the story. 
●​ Headless Huntsman: A specific ghostly figure in the narrative. 
●​ Ancestral: Pertaining to the family's lineage and the hotel. 
●​ Grave Grange: The name of the haunted hotel. 
●​ Darkmoor: The fictional setting of the story. 
●​ Stay-well-away.com: The website where the negative review is posted. 
●​ Ghostly: Pertaining to ghosts or the supernatural. 
●​ Apparition: A ghostly figure or specter. 
●​ Supernatural: Beyond the laws of nature; relating to ghosts. 

Railway 
Children 
Classic 

Chapter 1: The Beginning of Things 

●​ Tier 2: mysterious, abruptly, astonished, adventure, vanished 
●​ Tier 3: suburban, governess, porridge, parlour, protestation 

Chapter 2: Peter’s Coal-Mine 

●​ Tier 2: mischief, exasperated, apology, trespassing, temptation 
●​ Tier 3: locomotive, embankment, signal-box, railway siding, scullery 

Chapter 3: The Old Gentleman 

●​ Tier 2: sympathetic, anxious, despair, generosity, hesitation 
●​ Tier 3: viaduct, porter, timetable, luncheon, correspondence 

Chapter 4: The Engine-Burglar 

●​ Tier 2: indignant, culprit, innocence, explanation, concern 
●​ Tier 3: signalman, telegraph, inspection, railway carriage, magistrate 

Chapter 5: Prisoners and Captives 

●​ Tier 2: dismay, uncertainty, reassure, astonishment, pleading 
●​ Tier 3: compartment, incarceration, remand, detective, warrant 



 

Chapter 6: Saviours of the Train 

●​ Tier 2: urgent, frantic, peril, catastrophe, determination 
●​ Tier 3: landslide, embankment, semaphore, derailment, obstruction 

Chapter 7: For Valour 

●​ Tier 2: admiration, gratitude, chivalry, courageous, modesty 
●​ Tier 3: commendation, testimonial, ceremony, presentation, bravery 

Chapter 8: Bobbie’s Ride 

●​ Tier 2: exhaustion, relief, revelation, secrecy, hesitation 
●​ Tier 3: level crossing, porter, railway station, emergency, distress 

Chapter 9: The Amateur Firemen 

●​ Tier 2: smouldering, inferno, panic, scorched, relieved 
●​ Tier 3: brigade, hydrant, fire-engine, hosepipe, blaze 

Chapter 10: The Terrible Secret 

●​ Tier 2: concealed, suspicion, dread, confession, consolation 
●​ Tier 3: telegram, post-office, classified, exile, fugitive 

Chapter 11: The Hound in the Red Jersey 

●​ Tier 2: mystery, acquaintance, bewilderment, venture, recognition 
●​ Tier 3: signal-box, stationmaster, railway junction, express train, 

observation 

Chapter 12: What Bobbie Brought Home 

●​ Tier 2: discovery, astonishment, secrecy, worry, determination 
●​ Tier 3: newspaper cutting, column, telegram, dispatch, headline 

Chapter 13: The Hound’s Grandfather 

●​ Tier 2: reunion, astonishment, delighted, overwhelmed, emotions 
●​ Tier 3: magistrate, sentencing, acquittal, courtroom, conviction 

Chapter 14: The End 

●​ Tier 2: joyful, disbelief, embrace, triumph, conclusion 
●​ Tier 3: farewell, reunion, exoneration, platform, departure 

 
 
Year 4: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

James and 
the Giant 

Peach 
Narrative  

Fiction 

the boy at the 
back of the 

class 

Journey to 
Jo'burg  

Journey to 
Jo'burg  

Narnia - The 
Lion, Witch 

and Wardrobe 

The 
Borrowers 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 
 

James and 
the Giant 

Peach 
Narrative  

Fiction 

Chapter 1-vast, nuisance, ramshackle, desolate, horizon, wistfully, permitted, 
forbidden 
Chapter 2- peculiar, blazing, flecks, ghastly, observe, dainty, oozing, 
overwhelmed 
Chapter 3-emerging, beckoning, luminous,  
Chapter 4-moment, swerved, scattered, precious 
Chapter 5 -burrowed, glanced, hideous, despair 
Chapter 6 -gracious, midgets, absolutely, spellbound 
Chapter 7- advanced, tower, trickle business 
Chapter 8- marvel, crafty, stationed, magnet 
Chapter 9-glinting, wander, swarms, tremendous, dewdrops 
Chapter 10-poked, murky, extremely, magnificent, reclining 
Chapter 11-famished, positively, scarlet, silkworm, glance, glide 
Chapter 12-disagreeable, splendid, slither,  
Chapter 13-withering, scornful, hysterics, glee 
Chapter 14- heave, ghastly, nibbling, lurching, dilemma 
Chapter 15-plunge, insidiously, jostling, motion, venomous 
Chapter 16-hurtling, stampeding, destruction, whisked, sloped, 
paddock,serenely 
Chapter 17-indescribable, chaos, pitchy, disentangle, giddy, amidst, patient 
Chapter 18- burden, awkward, perish, grisly, starvation, shrivelling, 
affectionately 
Chapter 19-admit, cruising, clustered, lashing, churning, tense, pathetically 
Chapter 20-chirping, incredible, precisely, melodies, bravo, encore, inferior 
Chapter 21- genius, scuttled, exhorting, captured, tethered 
Chapter 22-hovered, swayed, harnessed, applies, eagerly 
Chapter 23- literally, exhausted, ascent, assure, mistaken, astonished, teeming,  
Chapter 24-chirping, incredible, precisely, melodies, bravo, encore, inferior 
Chapter 25-essential, vital, modestly, ill-mannered, sleek, alter, figure 
Chapter 26-brink, crouched, menacing, overwhelming 
Chapter 27- stealthy  wispy, imbeciles, intention 
Chapter 28-monstrous, hypnotised, brilliance, outstretched, infuriated, 
mercilessly 
Chapter 29-enx=cased, detest, proposal. Automatically, immense 
Chapter 30- surging, feed, faucets, somersaults, deluge 
Chapter 31-sinister, funnel, producers, manufactured, billowy, frisking, uttered 
Chapter 32-g,listening, tremendous, interrupted 
Chapter 33-announcements, population, cellars, subway, 
Chapter 34-grains, soot, summon, smithereens 
Chapter 35-plummeted, tapered, squelch 
Chapter 36-pinnacle, elevators, commotion 
Chapter 37 -commotion, gruesome, boon, manticore, chaperone 
Chapter 38- officials, pulleys, swarmed, parade, procession, curious, feast 
Chapter 39-tightrope, symphony, admired,permanently, monument,    acquired      
,                                  



 

The boy at 
the back of 

the class 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 1 - stationery, astronaut, gangly, detention, bully, ingenious 
Chapter 2 - glances, period, deaf, politician, sign-language, teasing, swirled 
Chapter 3 - fairground, common, choir, rumour, divider, undercover, seclusion 
Chapter 4 - encouraged, collecting, athlete, refugee, famous, sour,allergic 
Chapter 5 - afford, desert, camping,reporter, eager, dollop, carpenter 
Chapter 6 - criminal, poppies, duty, icky, presentation, Kurdish, trophy, scowl 
Chapter 7 - dribble, professional, make-believe, expression, comb, smirking 
Chapter 8 - atlas, borders, pomegranate, exotic, turban, arabic, manager 
Chapter 9 - unexpected, plucking, rubies, lunged, law, tossed, lines 
Chapter 10 - gasped, ransom, scaredy-cat, shuffled, mystery, announcement 
Chapter 11 - scrabble, funeral, mothballs, grocery, eclair, survived, , portion 
Chapter 12 - term, promise, sneak, shrug, messengers, camp, raft, flicked 
Chapter 13 - international, arrested, restrictions, racist, legend, foster mum 
Chapter 14 - rescue, mission, prime minister, appeal, charity, judge, justice, 
Chapter 15 - plan, flat, penthouse, sunset,nightmare, bred, majesty 
Chapter 16 - diagram, duties, medal, royal, stamp, postmark, state, hurriedly 
Chapter 17 - squirming, secret, regained, parachute, puzzled, expelled, frantically 
Chapter 18 -stumbled, brooches, barriers, palace, platform, tykes, taxi 
Chapter 19 - fountain, crest, observing, railings, courtyard, guards, march 
Chapter 20 - ambulance, combat, officer, attempting, paramedic, chuckled 
Chapter 21 - neighbours, transpired, hesitated, pesky, immigrant, despicable 
Chapter 22 - scruples, hounded, property, instructed, suspension, plight 
Chapter 23 - emergency, radar, grinned, roared, ashamed, outrage, miserable 
Chapter 24 - interview, views, response, motioning, influx, journalists, radical 
Chapter 25 - headline news, petition, delight, behalf, salute, scheduled 
Chapter 26 - clasping, expensive, explanation, celebrate, department, asylum  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Journey to 
Jo'burg  

Chapter 1- fever, clutched, retorted  
Chapter 2- grassland, tar, sent  
Chapter 3- reassure, grinned, stumbled 
Chapter 4- muttered, swept, telegraph poles  
Chapter 5- jolted, shuddered, farewells. 
Chapter 6- Trundled, glanced, heaved  
Chapter 7- brisk, stifled, inconvenient  
Chapter 8- wedged, commotion, clambered, protesting 
Chapter 9- enquired, dim 
Chapter 10- stern, vast 
Chapter 11- churning, weary, limply, cluster  
Chapter 12- numbly, choked, drained, stirred  
Chapter 13- murmuring, occurred, obediently, jarred 

Narnia - The 
Lion, Witch 

and 
Wardrobe  

Chapter 1- housekeeper, shaggy, chap, grumbling, moth-balls, queer 
Chapter 2- eternal, reigns, justification, wringing, bawled, plucked 
Chapter 3- batty, hoax, spiteful, groping, accord, glided, stem 
Chapter 4- wreck, mantle, turkish delight, enchanted, courtiers 
Chapter 5 - snigger, savagely, jeering, nagging, disposal, logic, fumbling 
Chapter 6 - resumed, briskly, premises, confronting, harbouring, larder 
Chapter 7- earnestly, hoarse, betray, modest, trifle, festoons 
Chapter 8- prophecy, vanished, plunging, muffle, bait, treacherous 



 

Chapter 9- reckoned, spires, shins, turret, eerie, threshold 
Chapter 10- masses, stooped, plaguey, curtsey, hilt, cordial, ramped 
Chapter 11- gaiety, vermin, strides, traitors, shafts, vicious, glades 
Chapter 12-thrush, thickets, currant, thaw, pavilion, fidgets, spurs, bugle  
Chapter 13- scornfully, sumon, engraved, treachery, hangman, perish, renounced 
Chapter 14- encamp, siege, drooped, leering, shears, muzzle, rabble, whet 
Chapter 15- skirling, spectres, gnawed, nobler, incantation, meadow, gorse 
Chapter 16- grate, prodigious, blaze, dratted, fusty, liberated 
Chapter 17- crossly, amid, revelry, rejoicings, brood, gay, valiant 
 
 

The 
Borrowers 

Hassock, rheumatic, governess, conceited, unruly, trifle, decanter, joist, abide, 
lacquer, trinket, census, philosophical, literary, proverb, preface, bask, nestle, 
flue, tureen, scullery, forage, emigrate, wan, heathen, haggard, grope, aghast, 
stifle, solemnly, chiffon, glamorous, alight, foolhardy, falter, dregs, bailiff, 
parquet, contrite, dismayed, venture, glum, ecstatic, hankering, conviction, 
tremulous, plait, cinder, wield, singe, inferno, sheath, threshold, lintel, hoarse, 
methodical, nonplus, pettish, gnarled, furrow, glare, stammer, bilingual, 
appease, flotsam, jetsam, fathom, exploit, worldly, salvage, haunch, scuttle, 
commonwealth, burnish, currant, gingerly, sarcastic, cask, variegated, clapper, 
gable, self-sufficient, dingy, doggedly, drone, brocade, linoleum, shabby, 
reproach, tousle, suppressed, imperative, grim, soberly, makeshift, draught, 
protrude, turmoil, whisk, gilt, mutton, disheveled, extremity, exult, fervently, 
grandeur, endeavor, whorl, eddy, staid, irk, fateful, cunning, cackle, hoard, 
oblong, symmetrical, jabber, clamber, maroon, rouse, daze, stolid, despair, 
tentatively 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 5: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Danny the Champion of the 
World 

Who Let the Gods Out 
By Maz Evans 

The Fastest Boy in the World 
by Elizabeth Laird 

      

      
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 
 

Danny the 
Champion of 

the World 

Chapter 1- Lavish Spokes Kerosene Gypsy Scruffy Rickety Bunk Engineer Bough  
Chapter 2- Genuine Stern Cavern Occasionally Stride Shrill Prowl Gait Hedge  
Chapter 3- Grindstone, Majestically, Inevitable, Interval, Soar Stilts  Eerie 



 

Chapter 4- Complicated Doze Aghast Ravenous Quirk Yearn Fetch Mania 
Chapter 5 -Faint Poach Rear Filthy Panic Pheasant Disgusted Sheepish 
Chapter 6 - Brewery Smug Precisely Estate Superior Snob Inspect Prickly Swerve 
Chapter 7- Glimpse Cosy Stealthily Ruin Inflamed Twilight Petrified Immense 
Chapter 8- Collapse Roost  Approach Grasp Presumably Anaesthetic 
Chapter 9- Mooch  Patient Flabbergasted Loathsome Brood Astonished Blunt  
Chapter 10- Infuriating Stretcher Parcel Ambulance Diabolical Triumph 
Chapter 11- Lousy Capsule Groggy Unconscious Revolutionise Announcing  
Chapter 12- Erect Platoon Commemorate Repulsion Coronation Insolent Vast 
Chapter 13- Knitting Squint Clearing Trance Extraordinary Anxiously Nudge Flurry  
Chapter 14- Transfixed Investigate Colossal Game Ecstasy Pungent Bulge Murky  
Chapter 15- Hover Incredible Nuisance Peculiar Superbly Labrador Eerie Limp   
Chapter 16- Suspended Suspicious Sacks Plummet Loiter Lurking Taxi  
Chapter 17- Astounded Vicar Prance Equipment Crafty Vicarage 
Chapter 18- Roasted Parsnips Aghast Survey Succulent 
Chapter 19- Frantic Constable Shriek Dismount Scoundrel Convert Lubricate 
Chapter 20- Conjuror Squat Rogue Infernal Cargo Resplendent Entice Uproar 
Chapter 21- Astonishing Varmint Luscious Lounge  
Chapter 22- Thoroughbred Mare Terrace Porch 
 

Who Let the 
Gods Out 

By Maz Evans 

Chapter 1- shaggy, deemed, pathetic, loathsome, lurching, perspective, 
bellowed, lumbered 
Chapter 2- detention, assembled, gaggle, flinging, tottering, staggered, battered, 
plummeted, tentatively, glistening 
Chapter 3-babbling, grumbled, elaborate, entitled, privilege, scintillating, 
chimeras, ambrosia 
Chapter 4-smother, fragile, lapses,derelict, terminated, hurtled, scoffed, 
tumbling, peered, proceedings, accordance 
Chapter 5 -tailspin, groped, summon, accustomed, renowned, acquaintance, 
reverently, ambled, floundering, feeble 
Chapter 6 -tirade, delusional, gorgons, tedious, endured, inhabitants, 
begrudging, cantankerous, penetrating, ventured 
Chapter 7- clobbered, spectral, crevices, millenia, reverberated, remiss, 
adversaries, obliterated, emaciated 
Chapter 8-enterprising, repugnant, affliction, blighter, wilting, famine, shrivelled, 
repossessed, euphoric, loathed, ushering 
Chapter 9-commotion, anticipation, reprimand, condescendingly, exterminated, 
incredulously, infernos, jeopardise 
Chapter 10-pathetic, proprietor, pungent, desolate, conspiracy, kerfuffle, 
haughtily, escorted , archaic 
Chapter 11-oblivion, diversifying, disembarking, substitution, cacophony, 
reclaimed, betrayed, barren, precariously 
Chapter 12-nebulous, apparently, inscribed, plucky, draining, chided, sly, altar, 
chiselled, ferocious, simultaneously 
Chapter 13-revved, accelerate, substantial, forfeit, hoovering, stammered, 
burbled, exuded, condemned, infringement, offence 
Chapter 14- dismounted, wretched, labyrinth, dilapidated, exploit, corrupt, 
shambles, bulged, disdainful, plummeted 
Chapter 15-prophecies, disdainfully, intercom, trance, oracle, mused, psychic, 
retreating, emanating,  
Chapter 16-grimace, wincing, subtlety, perched, reclining, spurring, modest, 
emblazoned, amiably, ploughed 
Chapter 17-esteemed, bonce, barrage, dissembled, prodding, inundated, 
contemplating, lurking, delving, bellowed, 



 

Chapter 18- vengeful, impenetrable, impeccable, concealed, decelerate, 
shuddering, infringement, endangered 
Chapter 19-staggered, consigning, swaggered, blasphemy, ghoulies, patrolling, 
veered, bemusement, balderdash 
Chapter 20-expulsion, dislodged, manoeuvring, implored, pungent, revolution, 
ordeal, cajoled 
Chapter 21-reluctantly, enacting, meticulous, accustomed, loathed, parish, grit, 
refurbishment 
Chapter 22-prospect, deterred, surcharge, obnoxious, tyranny, horizon, 
perilously, smithereens, comatose 
Chapter 23- barbaric, beefeaters, solemn, intermittently, lyrical, hygienic, salvia, 
agony, lunging 
Chapter 24-protocol, lunacy, replica, clobbered, dishevelled, hitch, 
serenely,regal, tantalising 
Chapter 25-corrupt, inkling, extinguished, salvation, sheaf, igniting, chasm, 
embrace 
Chapter 26-oath, drawled, motives, sanitation, predicated, impartial, oblivion, 
negotiate, deliberate 
Chapter 27-escorting, rifling, dynamite, spewed, slunk, callous, viable, blurted 
Chapter 28-cinch, legitimately, trudged, illusion, smearing, banquet, irksome, 
streamers, confiscated 
Chapter 29-wilful, hag, discarded, torrent, slavishly, forfeit, avaricious, optimism 

The Fastest 
Boy in the 

World 

Chapter 1- stagger, snatch, demonish, reproachfully, whiffling,  
Chapter 2- chinks, coaxed, grimly, impatience, irritated, stroll, ferocious 
Chapter 3-embarrassment, prodding, muttering, annoyance, lurched, rambling 
Chapter 4-scuttled, swatting, growled, tinge, envy, rumbling,  
Chapter 5 -lurking, glimpse, plaques, tingling, cautious, Amharic 
Chapter 6 -swivelling, revolution, reign, prompted, scowled, honoured 
Chapter 7- stump, survive, charming, resentful, heirloom,  
Chapter 8-gleam, extreme, gallantry, procession, swirled, regretting, precious 
Chapter 9-rage, glimpse, squashed, triumph, champions, crammed, fluttered 
Chapter 10-scrambled, tempted, lame, frowned, weakly, peered, panicky, groan 
Chapter 11-dodging, weaving, crumpled, anxiously, dodging, pouch 
Chapter 12- lurched, pleading, bundle, exchange, lurch, resist 
Chapter 13-gawping, strides, familiar, triumphantly, desperate, gulped, surging 
Chapter 14- sensation, muttered, jerked, summoned, trickery, staggered,  
Chapter 15-stiff, impatient, hobbled, faith, blabbed, valuable, anxiously, 
pretending 
Chapter 16- sideways, insisted, lame, peculiar, perched, praised 
Chapter 17-emptiness regrets, guilty, collapsed, marathon, approved, reverently 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6: 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

Boy  A Midsummer 
Night's Dream 

The Hobbit 
 

Animal Farm 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 
 
 

Boy  Chapter 1: Wince,Mischievous, Faint, Squirm, Grimace,Otologist, 
Swab,Infection,Gauze 
Chapter 2: Soggy Turbulence Gravel Rough Bumper Chauffeur Suspension 
Chapter 3: Formidable Blundering Grueling Scrutiny Cane Prefect Pupils Rector 
Chapter 4:Excruciating Squeal Horrified Twinge Anesthetic Extraction 
Chapter 5:Reproach Indignant Envious Fretful Confectionery Trolley Marzipan 
Chapter 6: Wretched Stagger Chipper Affectionate Refuse Hauling Clamber 
Chapter 7: Impressive Chattering Reluctant Frantic Acrobat Tent poles 
Ringmaster 
Chapter 8: Suspicious Tolerant Reprimand Tense Inspection Discipline Prefect 
Chapter 9: Reluctant Wistful Disgruntled Hasty Tramp Charity 
Chapter 10:Festive Mournful Sullen Desolate Porridge Yuletide Pudding 
Chapter 11:Dreadful Blithe Grumpy Baffling Stables Gorse Giddy 

A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream 

Act 1​
Habit, Misery, Confessed, Brooding, Stubborn, Temple, Quarrelled, Haughtily 
Tangle Bitterly​
 
Act 2​
Glade Sprig Meadow Stumbled Ravens Hinges Desire Pealing Maiden​
 
Act 3​
Defies Accursed Ferns Sanity Thicket Unravel Reciting 

The Hobbit  
Chapter 1: An Unexpected Party​
Blunder, Depredations, Obstinately, Esteemed, Incantation, Audacious, 
Flummoxed 

Chapter 2: Roast Mutton​
Paraphernalia, Canny, Obliged, Plight, Hoodwink, Reckoned, Purloined 

Chapter 3: A Short Rest​
Eyrie, Provisions, Repose, Hoard, Venerable, Hospitality, Rune 

Chapter 4: Over Hill and Under Hill​
Perilous, Cleft, Bracken, Clamour, Tumult, Glowered, Bicker 

Chapter 5: Riddles in the Dark​
Slinking, Lair, Brooded, Riddle, Wretched, Groping, Glint 

Chapter 6: Out of the Frying-Pan into the Fire​
Uncanny, Tumult, Loathsome, Unscathed, Parchment, Cowered, Scree 

Chapter 7: Queer Lodgings​
Queer, Inquisitive, Respite, Carcass, Ambling, Unimpeachable, Tread 



 

Chapter 8: Flies and Spiders​
Miserable, Wary, Enmity, Stagger, Feeble, Wretched, Glimmer 

Chapter 9: Barrels Out of Bond​
Lament, Ebbing, Meagre, Cavernous, Vagabond, Throng, Groping 

Chapter 10: A Warm Welcome​
Moored, Bustling, Gilded, Portent, Wrought, Foliage, Solemn 

Chapter 11: On the Doorstep​
Brooding, Desolate, Ominous, Trudging, Waning, Wearisome, Foreboding 

Chapter 12: Inside Information​
Smouldering, Lithe, Hoard, Recompense, Spiteful, Imposing, Trill 

Chapter 13: Not at Home​
Desolation, Vain, Marrow, Groped, Taut, Parched, Wistful 

Chapter 14: Fire and Water​
Vigil, Havoc, Bellow, Brunt, Crag, Glowered, Fuming 

Chapter 15: The Gathering of the Clouds​
Mustering, Bode, Coveted, Sentry, Waning, Hauberk, Array 

Chapter 16: A Thief in the Night​
Stealthy, Brooding, Cunning, Ominous, Covetous, Besmirched, Plight 

Chapter 17: The Clouds Burst​
Havoc, Truce, Onslaught, Heirloom, Siege, Vanguard, Fealty 

Chapter 18: The Return Journey​
Succour, Foliage, Wane, Hearth, Bereft, Lament, Fared 

Chapter 19: The Last Stage​
Recompense, Lingered, Hearth, Prosperous, Dreary, Trinket, Haste 
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