
 

Music Language Continuum: 
 
N0, N1 and N2: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Exploring sound Celebration Music 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Exploring 
Sound 

N0/1: loud, quiet, shake, tap, blow, stop, fast, slow, clap 

N1/2: sound, loud, quiet, fast, slow, beat, sing, play, listen, move 

Celebration 
Music 

N0/1: party, song, music, dance, tune, special, family 

N1/2: celebration, song, rhythm, beat, tempo, pattern, dance, joy 

 
Reception: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Exploring sound  

 Music and movement 
Musical stories 

 

 Transport 
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Exploring 
sound 

voice, sound, whisper, speaking, high, low, higher, lower 
 

Music and 
movement  

 
Musical 
stories 

body sounds, sound, rhythm, beat, stomp 
 
 
instrumental sounds, tempo, fast, slow, drum, triangle, shaker, tambourine 

Transport  fast, slow, engine, rhythm, pattern, movement, beat, car, boat, train, journey, 
slower, faster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 1: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Composition- Timbre and 
rhythmic patterns - (Theme: 

Fairy Tales) 

 PoP​
Rhythm- Range of music genres 

BQ: What are dynamics and 
tempo?  

 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Composition- 
Timbre and 

rhythmic patterns 
- (Theme: Fairy 

Tales) 

pulse, rhythm, pattern, dynamics, tempo, timbre, high, low, beat, clap, 
performance, strings, compose 

PoP​
Rhythm- Range of 

music genres 
BQ: What are 
dynamics and 

tempo? 

Chant, tuned percussion, untuned percussion, rhythm, tempo, dynamics 

 
Year 2: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Performing- West African call 
and response song - (Theme: 

Animals) 

 PoP​
Minor Vs Major - Classical 

Music   
BQ: How does film music make 

you feel 

 

**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Performing- West 
African call and 
response song - 

(Theme: Animals) 

actions, call and response, dynamics, performance, rhythmic notation, 
structure, vary, beat, copy, in time, rhythm, sound, timbre, sequence, tempo, 
volume 

PoP​
Minor Vs Major - 
Classical Music   

BQ: How does film 
music make you 

feel 

dynamics, rhythmic pattern, melodic pattern, pulse, composer, conductor 
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Year 3: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

History of Music​
-Traditional instruments and 
improvisation (Theme: India) 

 PoP​
Ostinato - Jazz & Rock 

 
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

History of 
Music​

-Traditional 
instruments 

and 
improvisation 

(Theme: 
India) 

Bollywood, dynamics, Indian flute, notation, rag, sarangi. Tala, compose, 
harmonium, lyrics, repeated rhythm, sitar, tempo, drone, pitch, tabla 

PoP​
Ostinato - 

Jazz & Rock 

rhythm , metre, ostinato, genre, jazz, rock 

 
Year 4: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Composition- Body and Tuned 
Percussion​

(Theme: Rainforests)  

 PoP​
Syncopated rhythm - World 

Music (Calypso)  
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Composition- 
Body and 

Tuned 
Percussion​

(Theme: 
Rainforests)  

body percussion, contrast, inspiration, melody line, record, sections, texture, 
combine, contrasting rhythms, layers, organisation, repeated melodies, 
structure, tune, compose, dynamics 

PoP​
Syncopated 

rhythm - 
World Music 

(Calypso) 

dynamics, melody, tuned instruments, syncopated rhythms 
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Year 5: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Composition- Advanced 
rhythms 

 PoP​
Hall of Fame - Classical vs. Pop 

songs  
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

Composition- 
Advanced 
rhythms 

kodaly, syllables, notation, melody, music critic, practise, rhythm, crotchets, 
pulse, unison, compose, quavers, chant, rhythmic elements, beat, 

PoP​
Hall of Fame - 
Classical vs. 
Pop songs 

dynamics, pitch, ostinato, crotchet, quaver 

 
Year 6: 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

History of Music​
- Film Music 

 PoP​
Performing Arts - Musical 

Theatre   
**This is a working document, words may be added or excluded based on the knowledge of the children and which words 
may or may not be taught. 

History of 
Music​

- Film Music 

characteristics, clashing, convey, dynamics, features, interpret, melodic, 
modulate, body percussion, chords, composition, crescendo, emotion, imagery, 
interval, orchestral, brass,evoke, major, minor 

PoP​
Performing 

Arts - Musical 
Theatre  

ensemble, libretto, forte, crescendo, diminuendo 
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