
Key Vocabulary Definition (Include a mix of art and music key 
terminology)

Colour Wheel A circle with different coloured sectors used to 
show the relationship between colours.

Line A line is a path created by a point moving in space.

Primary colours Red, blue and yellow. 

Secondary 
colours

Green, purple and orange. 

Pastel colours Made by adding white to primary colours.

Pulse A steady beat.

Tempo The speed at which music is played.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: 
Magic Moments

Big Question: How do artists use colour to create 
effects?

Year 1 Spring Term

What? Key Knowledge Takeaways

ART:
* Henri Matisse was a French artist.
* He lived 150 years ago. 
* He changed his style when he became ill and 
was unable to paint so he could still create art. 
* He used large scissors to cut paper. He used 
only primary colours.
* Leah Bartholomew is an Australian artist.
* She creates pictures in the style of Matisse
* She uses primary colours and pastel colours.
MUSIC:
* Maurice Ravel is a French composer, pianist 
and conductor. 
* The last piece of music he composed a famous 
piece of music called Bolero.
* Kylie Minogue is an Australian singer, song 
writer and is also an actress.  
* She is known as the “Princess of Pop.”

Henri Matisse

Photo

Leah Bartholomew

Photo

Henri Matisse
The Snail

Leah Bartholomew
A New Warmth



Key 
Vocabulary

Definition (Include a mix of art and music key terminology)

Tone How light or dark something is.

Line A path created by a point moving in space.

Texture How something feels.

Abstract Art that is not an accurate representation.

Composer A person who writes music.

Conductor Acts as a guide to an orchestra.

Orchestra A group of instrumentalists.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: Magic Moments

Big Question: Does art always need to look realistic?

Year 2 Spring Term

What? 
Key Knowledge Takeaways

Art
* Pablo Picasso is a spanish painter and 
sculptor. 
* His work features mixed and 
strange-looking pictures using line and 
bold primary colours.
* David Hockney is an English Painter and 
printmaker. 

Music
* Music can make us feel different 
emotions.
* John Williams is an American composer 
who wrote music for films including Jaws, 
Home Alone and Star Wars. 
* Mateo Alberniz is a Spanish composer 
from the 17th century.
* Instruments can be string brass, 
woodwind or percussion. 

Pablo Picasso & David 
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Frank Gehry by David 
Hockney



Key Vocabulary Definition

Pattern A design in which lines, shapes, forms or colours 
are repeated.

Natural To exist in or have come from nature.

Shading Varying the levels of darkness.

Symmetry A line that cuts a shape exactly in half.

Rhythm A strong, regular repeated pattern.

Multi-tracking Layering different rhythms and sounds over each 
other.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser:
Magic Moments

Big Question: How can artists be inspired by nature?

Year 3 Spring Term

What? Key Knowledge Takeaways

Art 
* William Morris was an English artist during the 
Victorian Era. He also wrote poetry and was a politician. 
* During the 1860s, he concentrated on designing 
wallpaper. 
* His patterns were inspired by the natural world. His 
work features repeating patterns.
* Andrew Goldsworthy is a British land artist who is 
known for creating art in the natural environment. 
* He works as a sculptor and a photographer. 
Music 
* Rosalind Ellicott was a female composer during the 
Victorian Era and into the 20th Century. 
* She studied classical composition for seven years. 
* Enya is an Irish singer, songwriter, producer and 
musician. 
* She is famous for layering different rhythms and 
sounds over each other called multitracking. 
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Key Vocabulary Definition (Include a mix of art and music key 
terminology)

Line A drawing made with lines of different textures and thickness.

Tone Lightness and darkness of a colour.

Pattern A repeated decoration or pattern.

Colour The use of all the colours in painting as distinct with different 
lights and shade.

Sgraffito Decoration produced (on pottery or ceramic, for example) by 
scratching through a surface layer to reveal a different color 
underneath.

Orchestra A large group of musicians who play together on various 
instruments, usually including strings, woodwinds, brass 
instruments, and percussion instruments.

Tempo/texture The speed at which music is to be played, music considered as of 
melody and rhythm and  harmony.

Key Art Knowledge Takeaways

● Tone is the lightness and darkness 
of a colour.

● Vincent Van Gogh is a famous 
artist who lived in the 19th century.

● He used colours to create mood 
and emotion.

● He only sold one painting in his 
lifetime but is now celebrated..

● He used colour mixing/HUES and 
Impasto (thick paint).

● Sgraffito ( italian for scratching into).

Key Music Knowledge Takeaways

● Joseph Ascher is a dutch 
composer from the time of 
1829-1869 

● An example of music - Pepita, 
Polka.

● He composed 170 pieces of 
work for piano

● Anton Bruckner is an Austrian 
composer from between 1824 
-1896 

● An example piece of work - 
‘Romantic’.

● He composed eleven 
symphonies.

Vincent Van Gogh 1853-1890
Sunflowers

Gustav Klimt 1862-1918 - Tree of Life

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: Magic Moments

Big Question: How does tone create mood in a piece of art?

Year 4 Summer 1



Key 
Vocabulary

Definition (Include a mix of art and music key 
terminology)

Line A distinct straight or curved lines placed against a 
background

Pattern An arrangement of lines or shapes, especially a 
design in which the same shape is repeated

Colour Color is the element of art that is produced when 
light, striking an object, is reflected to the eye.

Shape Shape is a flat, enclosed area of an artwork created 
through lines, textures and colours.

Composer A musician who is an author of music in any form, 
including vocal music. 

Crescendo The loudest point reached in a gradually increasing 
sound.

Diminuendo A gradual decrease in volume of a musical passage.

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser

Magic Moments

Year 5 Spring 2

Art Key Knowledge Takeaways

> Giuseppe Arcimboldo was an Italian painter best known 
for creating imaginative portrait heads made entirely of 
objects such as fruits, vegetables, flowers, fish and books.
> Andy Warhol was an American artist, director, and 
producer who was a leading figure in the visual art 
movement known as ‘Pop Art.’ 
> ‘Pop Art’ is an art movement that emerged in the United 
Kingdom and the United States during the mid- to 
late-1950s. 
> Pop art is a style of art based on simple, bold images of 
everyday items, such as soup cans, painted in bright 
colours.
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Arcimboldo
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The Roman 
God of the 
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Guiseppe 
Archimboldo 
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Monroe 
Pop Art 
by Andy 
Warhol

Music Key Knowledge Takeaways

> Elvis Presley (1935-1977) is an American singer and 
actor who is considered one of the most significant 
cultural icons of the 20th century. He was one of the 
leading figures of Rock n Roll. 
> Andrea Gabrieli (1533-1585) was an Italian composer 
and organist of the late Renaissance period. He was 
very influential in spreading the Venetian style in Italy as 
well as Germany. 

Elvis Presley Andrea 
Gabrieli

Big Question: Do you prefer pop art to traditional paintings?



Key 
Vocabulary

Definition (Include a mix of art and music key 
terminology)

Impressionism A period of time (movement) when artists created  ‘impressions’ of 
reality through artwork.

Pointillism  Using small dots of pure colour to create a full piece.

Line A mark that goes between two points taking any form along the way.

Tone The use of light and dark, shade and highlight.

Texture The perceived surface quality of  a piece of art. (Does it look how it 
would look and feel in real life?)

Pattern Repetition of a design, shape or object.

Colour The use of shade in art and design.

Jazz Jazz is a type of music where improvisation is very important. Jazz 
players take turns to play solos which they make up on the spot. 

Britpop British music and culture movement - brighter and catchier alternative 
rock. 

Aspire Curriculum  Knowledge Organiser: Magic Moments

Big Question: Is Kate Morgan influenced by impressionist art?

Year 6 Summer 1

Key Knowledge Takeaways Art

● Claude Monet (1840 -1926) was a French 
artist.

● One of Monet’s most famous pieces was 
The Water-Lily Pond.

● He was a very famous artist from the 
impressionist era.

● Kate Morgan is a modern artist whose 
artwork celebrates colour and nature.

● Claude Monet was born on 14th 
November 1840, Rue Laffitte, Paris, 
France.

● He died on the 5th December 1926, 
Giverny, France.

Key Knowledge Takeaways Music

● Oasis were a British rock band formed in 
1991 and who split in 2001. 

● They were an iconic band of the 1990’s 
‘Britpop’ era, having eight number 1 
albums and a string of awards. 

● Darius Milhaud (1892-1974) was a French 
composer and considered one of the 
key modernist composers. 
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