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Aim:
Our overarching aim for reading at Goldsmith Primary Academy is to provide excellent learning opportunities to enable all of our readers to
read with confidence and enthusiasm. In doing so we equip our children with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and develop
their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment and pleasure.

This will be achieved through the GPA reading diet:
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Phonics at Goldsmith:

Aims
● To deliver high quality, systematic teaching of phonics for accelerated progression in reading and spelling.
● To establish a consistent approach to phonics that ensures progression and continuity throughout the school.

At Goldsmith, we teach phonics systematically from nursery to year 2 for an hour each day of the week through the Read Write Inc
Programme. Children are assessed every 6 weeks by the phonics lead and placed into homogeneous groups depending upon their phonetic
decoding skills.

Each group is led and taught by a RWI trained member of staff. During every session, the teacher delivers content appropriate to the group’s
reading level. Some sessions solely focus on the teaching of the Set 1 speed sounds, others focus on a sound alongside a ditty or storybook
which is changed weekly. The phonics session is broken up into 2 parts. The first part of the lesson lasts for 10-20 minutes and is referred to
as the ‘speed sounds’ part of the lesson. The second part (depending on the group’s ability) allows the children to read their in-school RWI
book practising their fluency and comprehension skills.

RWI- information for parents can be found here: Ruth Miskin -RWI -Learn to read at home

Early Reading at Goldsmith:

As soon as children are ready for print they can take home an appropriately banded book linked to their phonics assessment. Children take
home a book that they have been using in the previous week’s phonics session to allow familiarity when reading at home.

Whole Class Reading at Goldsmith:
Whole class reading happens a minimum of three times per week for 30 minutes and is delivered across all classes. As a school we have
worked collaboratively with Windsor Academy Trust to ensure our children are exposed to a wide range of high quality texts to nurture a love
of reading.These texts will provide children the opportunity to explore beyond the populist authors of the current day and broaden their literary
horizons. All texts have been purposefully selected to provide a high challenge for all our children in order to stimulate aspirations and their
own reading journey. Below is the outline of the reading spine from EYFS upwards. During the whole class reading sessions, all children

Reading Policy (JC/GPA)January 2024

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents-copy-2/


access the same text. To ensure all children access and enjoy reading and listening to the book, reading skills and strategies are clearly
modelled; questions are scaffolded and discussions are planned to help children to deepen children’s understanding of the text.
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Specific Domain Teaching at Goldsmith:

Children will focus on one or several reading domains within a domain session. This lesson is for 30-45 minutes each week across years 1-6. As children
approach Year 6, children then complete two sessions per week ensuring maximum exposure to all dominas are achieved in preparation for transition to
secondary school. This lesson is a taught session following the WAT teaching and learning cycle.

Reference to the characters below can be made in other lessons where the reading skill is applied:

● Vocabulary focus

● Inference focus

● Summarising focus

● Predicting focus

● Retrieval focus

● Authorial intent focus

● Comparison focus
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https://www.windsoracademytrust.org.uk/our-approach/teaching-and-learning/


Accelerated Reader at Goldsmith:

Children need to be given the opportunity and encouragement to read independently in order to build confidence, stamina and fluency, as well
as develop their experience and enjoyment of a range of books and authors. Accelerated Reader is a whole-class reading management and
monitoring programme that aims to foster the habit of independent reading among primary children. The digitally based reading software
baselines pupils according to their reading level and suggests books that match their reading age and interest

Across KS2 children take an AR assessment several times throughout the year to access their reading age and book level. This is completed
by our qualified AR champion and is supported by class teachers. Each book a child reads requires them to take a quiz to measure their
understanding. A child is given a percentage and is awarded certificates and rewards for progression throughout the year. Children know and
understand their AR level and choice books based on their score.

Supporting the lowest 20% of readers at Goldsmith:
We are informed of our bottom 20% of readers through RWI assessments, mock phonic screening, NTS data and through our professional
teaching judgments. In Key Stage 1, children are supported through 1:1, or small group, coaching with a RWI trained member of staff each
afternoon of the week for approximately 10 minutes. This is an intervention which is specific to each individual child depending upon their
reading ability and next steps.

For those children who leave key stage 1 having not achieved the statutory phonics screening daily phonics sessions continue, where
appropriate. These children are also identified by the SENCO and additional further support is put in place as needed to remove barriers to
reading for that child.

In Key Stage 2 children whose reading age is significantly below ARE (more than 2 years) are placed on our 121 fluency reading programme
providing them with the opportunity to further develop their speed, accuracy, expression and phrasing by reading with a teacher daily.
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Reading for Pleasure at Goldsmith

All classrooms and all school environments provide a print rich environment. We have a fantastic school library that librarians run across the
school to ensure children have an opportunity to read for pleasure with a book of their choice. A one-hour session a week known as our AR
carousel allows children the opportunity to read for pleasure, selecting any book they wish to read from either the library or their own class
book corner.

Home reading at Goldsmith

Our aim is for all children at Goldsmiths Primary Academy to read regularly, for enjoyment. With this in mind children in KS2 must be able to
choose their own books to take home. This will allow them to read a variety of texts from different publishers.

In EYFS/KS1, each child takes home a RWI Book Bag book. These books are given out and changed each week during the RWI lesson by
their RWI teacher. This book matches the phonetic ability of the child and the book that they are reading in school. Again this gives the child
familiarity with the book and supports confidence when reading at home.

In Key Stage 2 children have access to a wide range of texts and are guided and supported by their Accelerated Reader level in making
appropriate choices in selecting their reading book. Children are expected to read at home and this is recorded on our school digital tracker:
Goread
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https://go-read.co.uk/

